
Waste Diversion & Developing 
Sustainable Communities in 
Stanislaus County

VALLEY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

VIP IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL 
JUSTICE ADVOCACY NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION BASED IN 
MODESTO/STANISLAUS COUNTY. 



Critical Legislation
AB 341
• Increases goal of 50% waste diversion from the 

landfill to 75% diversion by 2020

• Modesto Bee recently reported Modesto was at 
55% (with 10% credit from incineration)

AB 1826

• Phases in mandatory recycling of commercial 
organics over time

• By January 1, 2016, business and others must have 
an organic waste recycling plan for the waste they 
produce

• Requires businesses to implement their organic 
waste recycling plan by April 1, 2016

• “The Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 
2015”

• 50% of energy to come from renewable sources 
by 2030

Will ends Covanta’s ability to claim “renewable energy” credits 
for burning trash

• Just signed by Governor Brown

Currently:

• About 26% of MID’s power comes from 
renewables (about 23% of that from wind, 3% 
from solar)

• 16% comes from coal

SB 350



Gilton
• Approximately 65% diversion, could do 75%

• Uses one truck with two sections for
green & black bins, and sorts at the site

• Against bringing back Blue Bin
• Would require another truck
• Would pass on expenses to customers

Bertolitti
• Uses 2 separate trucks to pick up black and green bins, but observed dumping 

both black and green bins in same truck 

• Does not sort or removes recyclables out of residential trash cans, only 
commercial dumpsters.

• In favor of bringing back Blue Bin

TOURS OF THE CITY’S AND COUNTY’S WASTE FACILITIES



Covanta Facility
• Incinerates 800 tons of solid “waste” per day

• Including recyclable/compostable materials

• Burns drugs and weapons from law enforcement agencies, burns bulk industrial waste from outside area

• Recycles metal only after burning it, has only recently begun recycling non-ferrous metals

• Uses an acre-foot of water every day and 10 gallons of diesel fuel per hour every time boiler is stopped

• Only incinerator where energy created count as renewable (until passage of SB 350)

• County/cities receive a 10% waste diversion credit

• Generates up to 22.5 megawatts of energy  Sold to Anaheim, not used locally

• Emits toxins such as: NOx, Carbon Monoxide, Sulfur Dioxide, Hydrogen Chloride, PM, Cadmium, Lead, Mercury, Ammonia, 
and Dioxin

• Stated that if Stanislaus County was not sending enough waste, supply would be replaced by out-of-area trash

• Fly ash from Covanta is considered Toxic Waste -Contains Lead, Cadmium, Zinc, Copper, Nickel



Incineration
• The best claim in favor of incineration is that incineration reduces methane that 

would be released from the landfill. 

Methane is a more potent greenhouse gas than CO2, however: 
1. (According to CARBs 2012 CA GHG Inventory) Only 2% of the state’s GHGs comes 

from waste (High GWP products – 4%, Ag – 8%, Transpo – 36%). 

2. Most methane comes from dairies and other ag. industries.

3. Currently, most of the methane emitted at the landfill is “flared” off, and could 
possibly capture the methane released, creating energy.

4. When recyclables are burned, they cannot be recycled and new material must be 
created, which creates more GHGs. 

5. If recyclable/compostable/reusable material is diverted, they would not be 
creating methane in landfills. 



Waste, Renewable Energy, Air Quality, & Poverty: 
Uniquely Connected in Stanislaus County

Waste: Stanislaus is home to 1 of only 3 trash incinerators in the state, meaning waste diversion & renewable 
energy are uniquely connected. The motivation to keep 800 tons of trash flowing to the incinerator (& 10% 
diversion credit) lowers the motivation to actually divert recyclables, reusables, & compostables.

Renewable Energy: Due to political favors, Covanta’s facility is the only incinerator in the state that is able to 
claim its energy as “renewable.” This enabled them to sell that energy at a higher price. SB 350 will end this 
practice and motivate the state to replace that energy with true renewable sources.

Air: Our region has notoriously poor air quality which leads to health problems and higher health care costs. We 
are the last place that should be using the incineration of trash (and also bio-mass) as an alternative to recycling, 
composting, and truly diverting waste and cutting down on single use, non-biodegradable items like plastic bags, 
plastic bottles, and styrofoam containers. 

Poverty: Often the poorest and most vulnerable are exposed to the most pollution. Latino/a children in the US are 
40% more likely to develop asthma and other respiratory problems. The west-side of Stanislaus has freeways, 
warehouses, pesticides, poor public transportation, and the trash incinerator. In addition, about 40% of food in the 
US is thrown away while 20% of Stanislaus lives below poverty line. Our rich agricultural area has a unique ability 
to implement programs where otherwise wasted food feeds the hungry. We spend tax money on enforcing anti-
homeless laws, often ticketing people for sorting recyclables out of the trash. With AB 341 & AB 1826 local 
jurisdictions will be obligated to find new ways to separate and sort more organic waste and recyclable materials 
from the waste stream, perhaps providing opportunities for entry level, transitional jobs, and/or temporary 
employment for those who need it the most.



What Should Be Done?
We urge Modesto/Stanislaus County to act quickly in accordance with these new laws by:

1. Reducing our reliance on incineration, we should only be burning trash that cannot otherwise be 
recycled, composted, or reused. However, we also recommend that waste from outside the county 
not be brought in to our county and burned, adding to our local air pollution problem. 

2. Move away from one-time use, non-biodegradable  products like plastic bags, bottles, & styrofoam.

3. Promoting general public awareness about recycling/composting & reusable products, as well as 
implementing a strong organic waste recycling program. 

- If people cut down their waste enough, trash collectors can possibly pick up trash every other week or 
every month (or an incentivized tier system), and those worker hours can be put into more sorting.

4. Increasing the renewable energy percentage in the city/county energy portfolios.

5. Working toward creating “green jobs” that clean up & protect our environment, not pollute it.

6. Use the Modesto Earth Day Festival for outreach, to promote renewable energy, sustainability, & 
represent an honest commitment to Environmental Health & Justice.



Is it “carbon neutral?” What is its carbon footprint?
• Stop assisting in “green washing” environmentally unfriendly companies by not 

including or endorsing them at the Earth Day Festival
• Demonstrations of solar and wind energy as power sources
• Bike power the stage (Rock the Bike)
• No “climate change denier” radio stations
• No gas generators
• No styrofoam, plastic bags or bottles
• No small individual use bags
• As little waste as possible!

Modesto Earth Day: An Opportunity!



Possible Funding
*AB 32 (Cap-and-Trade) Funding 

◦ California’s climate legislation, referred to in shorthand as AB 32, requires the Golden State to lower greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions to 1990 levels by 2020

*SB 535 Grant Programs
◦ The companion bill, SB 535 (de León), quantified the minimum benefits that Cap and Trade revenues must deliver to disadvantaged 

communities. After Cal/EPA identifies disadvantaged communities “based on geographic, socioeconomic, public health, and 

environmental hazard criteria,” the bill requires that the investment plan ensure that at least 25% of auction revenues are set aside 

for “projects that provide benefits to [these disadvantaged] communities,” with at least 10% in projects “located within” these 

communities

*CalRecycle Funds and Programs
◦ Organics Grant Program

◦ Recycled Fiber, Plastic, and Glass Grant Program

◦ Greenhouse Gas Reduction Loan Program

*SJVAPCD (Air District) Programs

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/GrantsLoans/Organics/default.htm
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/GrantsLoans/FPG/default.htm
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/GHGLoans/default.htm


Sustainable Communities Coalition
SB 375- Sustainable Communities Strategy, is part of the implementation of AB 32, the 
California Global Solutions Act. Requires counties to integrate land use planning and transportation 
planning with the goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

VIP is in support of the SCS coalition, recently formed in our county, that addresses ways to 
improving our communities as a whole, Including:

◦ Waste Diversion & Recycling

◦ Transportation & Air Quality

◦ Infill & Smart Growth

◦ Renewable Energy & a Green Economy

◦ Healthy Lifestyles & Access to Nutritious Food

◦ Improving Public Health & Eliminating Pollution

Stanislaus Sustainable Communities Coalition has duplicated similar strategies to San Joaquin 
Sustainable Communities Coalition.

LOOKING AT THE BIGGER PICTURE:



Alternative Forms of Transportation, Infill 
Development, & Public Health

*Revitalizes downtowns, Attracts new jobs, More energy efficient, 
Reduces water consumption, Cleans-up vacant lots and brownfields, 
Protects/preserves valuable farmland & nature. Limits sprawl, Creates 
more affordable housing options 

*Public Safety improves especially in school zones, allows for walkable/ 
bikeable neighborhoods, improving health.

*Improves Public Transit (ACE Train linking Stanislaus County Residents to 
the Bay Area proposed), Decreases the need to drive and greenhouse gas 
emissions, Improves air quality, improving health.

*Decreased rates of asthma, obesity, heart disease, diabetes, etc

…and more!



For more about VIP:
◦ Visit the website at 

valleyimprovementprojects.org

◦ Like us at 
facebook.com/valleyimprovementprojects

◦ Email us at 
valleyimprovementprojects@gmail.com

http://valleyimprovementprojects.org/
http://facebook.com/valleyimprovementprojects
mailto:valleyimprovementprojects@gmail.com

